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Eminent domain opponent to address libertarians
By CHARLES WALSH

cwalsh@ctpost.com

Susan Kelo, a leader in the
battle to stop officials in New
London from using eminent do-
main to take homes for com-
mercial development, will be a
featured speaker at the Liber-
tarian Party of Connecticut's
2006 convention Sunday at the
Holiday Inn in Bridgeport.

Kelo's small house near New
London harbor was one offi-
cials wanted to replace with a
hotel and shopping mall. She
joined with other homeowners
to sue the city Eventually the
fight went all the way to the
U.S. Supreme Court.

In the end, the court ruled
against the homeowners, but
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor
dissented, saying the ruling
will help only "citizens with
disproportionate influence and
power in the political process."

The convention begins at 1
p.m. with Kelo's address sched-
uled for 2.

Phil Maymin, the party's
congressional candidate in the
4th District, will deliver the
keynote address at 7 p.m. While
admission to the full conven-
tion requires a $45 fee that in-
cludes dinner, Maymin's
address is free and open to the
public.

Although Maymin, 31, was
not sure how many Libertarian
Party members would be in
Bridgeport for the convention,
the minutes of the 2005 conven-
tion indicated there were then
255 members in Connecticut.

Maymin said he believes
there arc many philosophical
libertarians in Connecticut re-
luctant to become formal party
members

ty of Chicago.
David Boaz, author of "Lib-

ertarianism: A Primer," de-
scribes libertarian ism as "the
view that each person has the
right to live his life in any way

he chooses so long as he re-
spects the equal rights of oth-
ers."

Libertarians, Boaz says, de-
fend each person's right to life.
liberty and property rights that

people possess naturally, before
governments are created.

Asked if he supported such
governmental regulatory agen-
cies as the Occupational Safety
and Health Administrat ion

Maymin said he could think of
nothing worthwhile the agency
has done.

"If a workplace is unsafe,"
he said, "workers don't need
government to tell them.

They can see it is unsafe ;
leave it."
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